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decrements. In so far as they are increments
due to the action of the State (due, e.g., to
the construction of irrigation systems) it is
obviously right that the increment should be
appropriated by the State. In so far as they
are due to the activity of the whole
community (consequences, e.g., of increasing
population and prosperity in the neighbour-
hood) they may with almost equally unques-
tionable justice be appropriated by the
Government as the representative of the
community's financial interests. In the case
of the increments being due to improvements
introduced by the Indian cultivator the
problem is not equally simple. The Indian
Land Taxes resemble, broadly, the English
Income Tax. An Englishman's income may
rise from year to year as a consequence of his
own exertions. This is never given as a
reason for not increasing the amount de-
manded from him in income-tax (except to a
small degree by some writers, who argue that
the additional income that he gets as interest
on the savings accumulated by his own
exertions ought to be exempt from taxation).
On the same principle the Indian Government